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ARRL News
From The ARRL Letter, Jan. 16, 2025

Ham Radio Operators Serving During California
Firestorms

As the firestorms across Southern California continue to threaten
millions of residents, trained amateur radio operators are serving
critical volunteer roles to help officials spot fires before they get
out of control.  Dry conditions and wind gusts of up to 100 miles
per hour have fueled days of devastating wildfires.  Entire
neighborhoods have been leveled by infernos.

Damage from the Eaton Fire.
US Air National Guard Photograph by Tech. Sgt. Joseph Pagan.

The Eaton fire burned to the top of Mount Wilson, a critical
logistical post for broadcast radio and television stations, as well
as communications across the Southland.  Federal agencies, air
traffic control, local emergency responders, radio amateurs, and
others all share tower space on the mountain.

While the main fires have been burning north and northwest of the
central section of Los Angeles, just to the south, hams are standing
watch.  Orange County Fire Watch (OCFW) is a program locally
organized by the Orange County Parks Department and the Irvine
Conservancy.

During severe fire weather, volunteers go to preassigned locations
within parks and open spaces to report conditions.  Many of them
are hams, using the amateur radio bands to fill in mobile network
weak zones.

ARRL National Instructor Gordon West, WB6NOA, is among the
deployed volunteers.  He said hams are stepping up.  “We’re all
over the ARRL Orange Section on hilltops, reporting the wind and
humidity, ash seen coming down, scanning for spot fires (none so
far), smoke from the LA fires, guest activity at the parks, and being
a presence at trailheads with reflective vests and vehicle signs
indicating Fire Watch,” he said.

Ray Hutchinson, AE6H, is a retired firefighter who serves as the
chief radio officer for Fire Watch.  He says local clubs are key to
providing the needed RF infrastructure.  “Our local club, the South
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SCCARA REPEATERS

SCCARA owns and operates two repeaters under the call W6UU:
2 m: 146.985 -    PL 114.8
70 cm: 442.425 +    PL 107.2

Phone auto-dial and auto-patch is available.  The 2 m repeater is
located at Eagle Rock near Alum Rock Park in the foothills of east
San Jose.  The 70 cm repeater is located at the Regional Medical
Center (formerly Alexian), east of downtown San Jose, north of 280
and 101.

SCCARA NETS

On our 2 m repeater: Mondays at 7:30 PM, (not the second Monday--
that’s our meeting night);  net control: Don Village, K6PBQ.  On 10
m, 28.385 MHz USB, Thursdays at 8:00 PM;  net control: {to be
announced}.  Visitors welcome.

N0/ARY PACKET BBS

SCCARA hosts the packet BBS N0/ARY (connect to n0ary-1).  User
ports: 145.09 MHz at 1200 baud, 433.37 MHz at 9600 baud, and
telnet sun.n0ary.org (login “bbs”).  Sysop: Gary Mitchell, WB6YRU
For general packet info, see the NCPA web site ncpa.n0ary.org.

AMATEUR LICENSE TESTING

ARRL/VEC Silicon Valley VE group:
    Morris Jones, AD6ZH: 408-507-4698

Orange Amateur Radio Association (SOARA), an ARRL Special
Service Club, provides linked 2-meter and 70-centimeter repeaters:
one high level and one coastal, for use by OCFW hams during
deployments.  There is a formal OCFW Net Control Station (NCS)
for the entirety of these events.
https://www.soara.org/
 
Radio amateurs are also ready and able to serve at evacuation
centers, providing support as needed.

Members of ARRL Headquarters staff have been in touch with
ARRL volunteers and other ham radio groups around the affected
area, and are offering material support for any activations.  “It has
been a busy start to the year for ham volunteers,” said ARRL
Public Relations and Outreach Manager Sierra Harrop, W5DX. 
“Whether it’s firestorms or ice storms or any other need, ARRL
volunteers selflessly serve their communities.  We’re mindful that
large-scale events like this impact the hams who are active
serving,” she said.

ARRL Director of Emergency Management Josh Johnston,
KE5MHV, has been on calls with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and other served agencies, offering
ARRL resources.  Efforts are being coordinated locally by
Emergency Network Los Angeles (ENLA), the Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) group in Southern
California.

Johnston urges hams in the affected regions to be ready to take
care of themselves and their families before needing to deploy.  He
points to resources shared by ARRL’s Amateur Radio Emergency
Service (ARES) during National Preparedness Month last
September.  “These are stressful events for everyone, and being a
ham volunteer is really second to keeping yourself and your family
safe,” said Johnston. 

80 years of freedom after World War II

 Radio Club Limburg, the North Limburg region, The Netherlands,
will activate special event station PA8ØOV to commemorate
Operation Veritable and celebrate 80 years of freedom after World
War II.  Operation Veritable in early 1945 cleared the way for
Allied troops to cross the Rhine River and begin to move into
Germany.  PA8ØOV will be on the air February 14 - 16, 2025.  All
amateur radio operators are invited to make contact.  For
information about times and frequencies visit rclb.nl/pa80ov.

Pluto Discovery Anniversary Special Event

 The Northern Arizona DX Association is hosting the annual W7P
Pluto Discovery Anniversary special event February 15 – 24, 2025,
and the organizers need amateur radio operators to help.  The event
is a tribute to Pluto's discovery in 1930 by Clyde Tombaugh, with
members transmitting from their home QTHs.  Special guest
operator Doug Tombaugh, N3PDT, Clyde’s nephew, will join from
Kansas City as W7P/Ø.  Operators at the Lowell Observatory will
work from a heated trailer just outside of the new $53 million
Marley Astronomy Discovery Center using a Kenwood TS590SG
for SSB, an Elecraft K3 for CW/SSB/Digital, and a Yaesu FT991
for FT-8 or FT-4 modes.  Operators are also welcome to bring their
own radios.  This year’s event also celebrates the 10th anniversary
of the New Horizons spacecraft's flyby of Pluto, featuring insights
on the radio equipment that sent signals back to Earth.  For more
details, visit www.nadxa.com or contact Bob Wertz, NF7E, via
email at Bob6315@earthlink.net.
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From the ARRL Letter Jan. 23, 2025

Get Ready for “Ham Radio Open House” on World
Amateur Radio Day 2025

To help promote amateur radio science and technology, and to
honor the 100th anniversary of the International Amateur Radio
Union (IARU), ARRL is inviting radio clubs and schools to
organize a Ham Radio Open House in April, built around World
Amateur Radio Day (WARD) on April 18.

The event is intended to highlight the Amateur Radio Service for
its development and practice of the latest radio communications
and technology, and as a hands-on pathway into science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields for the
next generation.

In April, amateur radio clubs, school stations, and other groups will
have the opportunity to advance public knowledge about ham radio
by welcoming their communities into their stations for the Ham
Radio Open House, as part of World Amateur Radio Day.  The
focus will be on scientific advancement and demonstrating
cutting-edge technology.  This is a chance to not only shape the
conversation about modern ham radio but also to show how it
serves as a stepping-stone and test-bed for many young people
pursing STEM education and future high-tech careers.

ARRL has teamed up with HamSCI -- Ham Radio Science Citizen
Investigation -- and the science community organization SciStarter
to invite the public to participate in One Million Acts of Science
during April, which is Citizen Science Month.  By hosting a Ham
Radio Open House at your group’s station on April 18, you'll
introduce individuals who might never otherwise find out about
today’s amateur radio, where science and technology intersect with
fun and learning.

ARRL Public Relations and Outreach Manager Sierra Harrop,
W5DX, said ARRL is excited to work with HamSCI and SciStarter
on this project.  “This is an exciting opportunity to really reclaim
the public’s image of ham radio and show them the modern,
cutting-edge technology that’s in use by many amateurs,” she said.

Clubs are encouraged to showcase the latest weak-signal modes,
such as FT8 using WSJT-X, or other digital modes.  This could be
a great opportunity to explore new areas of amateur radio and
demonstrate how the service is at the cutting edge of electrical
engineering.

Look for resources to help organize and promote the event soon. 
Find details at https://www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day.

76th annual International DX Convention

The 76th annual International DX Convention,
sponsored by the Northern California DX
Club, will be held at the Visalia Conference
Center in Visalia, California, from April 11 -
13, 2025.  This year’s theme is “Back to
Basics,” an opportunity to learn effective tips
and techniques to work DX and have fun doing
it.  The convention will feature a contest forum, DX forum, Contest
Academy, DX Academy and the all-new full-day Next Generation
DXing Program.  There are seminars for everyone from the
beginning DXer to the seasoned pro.  The registration fee for all
youth up to age 18 has been waived and allows free access to the
convention programs, forums, and the exhibit hall.  Meals, raffle
tickets and the bus tour are not included with the free registration. 
Additionally, shirt orders must be made by 00:00 UTC on February

27 and convention pre-registration ends at 00:00 UTC on April 3. 
To register, visit Registration – International DX Convention.
https://dxconvention.com/registration

The ARRL Letter relayed courtesy Doug N6DPO

Meeting Minutes

General Meeting, Jan. 13, 2024

{no minutes received this month. }

Board Meeting, Jan. 20, 2024

{no minutes received this month. }

Packet Pieces

Downloaded from the BBS packet
network:

==============================
      Date:  7 Apr 2020 23:23
      From: GM3YEW@GB7YEW
        To: HUMOUR@WW
   Subject: jokes 8/4
-------------------------------------------------------------

A woman lost her case at court today.  She had tried to sue
the Hospital Foundation Trust after her husband went in
for an operation which left him unable to make lover with
her afterwards.  Mrs Minger, aged 67, said to reporters
outside court this afternoon:  "Me and my husband Fred
have had a wonderful love life together until he went in
hospital and had his operation, now he's not interested in
me and it's all due to them!"

The surgeon who performed the operation had attended
court to give evidence and said "All we did was remove
Fred's cataracts!"

-------
I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most
people die of natural causes.

Gardening Rule:  When weeding, the best way to make
sure you are removing a weed and not a valuable plant is
to pull on it.  If it comes out of the ground easily, it is a
valuable plant.

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is
to buy a replacement.

Never take life seriously.  Nobody gets out alive anyway.

There are two kinds of pedestrians: the quick and the dead.

Life is sexually transmitted.

Health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can
die.

Page 3

https://www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day
https://dxconvention.com/registration


The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth.

Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in
hospitals dying of nothing.

Have you noticed since everyone has a camcorder these
days no one talks about seeing UFOs like they used to?

Whenever I feel blue, I start breathing again

All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no
attention to criticism.

In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. 
Now the world is weird and people take Prozac to make it
normal.

How is it one careless match can start a forest fire, but it
takes a whole box to start a campfire?

Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, 'I think
I'll squeeze these dangly things here, and drink whatever
comes out?'  It may have been the first person to say, 'See
that chicken there? I'm going to eat the next thing that
comes out of its butt.'

Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there a song
about him?

If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?

Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup?

Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he
gets mad at you, but when you take him on a car ride; he
sticks his head out the window?

Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle?

-------------------
To Be 8 again!

A man was sitting on the edge of the bed, watching his
wife, who was looking at herself in the mirror.  Since her
birthday was not far off he asked what she'd like to have
for her birthday.

 'I'd like to be eight again', she replied, still looking in the
mirror.

On the morning of her Birthday, he arose early, made her
a nice big bowl of Coco Pops, and then took her to
Adventure World theme park.  What a day!  He put her on
every ride in the park; the Death Slide, the Wall of Fear, the
Screaming Roller Coaster, everything there was.

Five hours later they staggered out of the theme park.  Her
head was reeling and her stomach felt upside down. He
then took her to a McDonald's where he ordered her a
Happy Meal with extra fries and a chocolate shake.

Then it was off to a movie, popcorn, a soda pop, and her
favourite candy, M&M's. What a fabulous adventure!

 Finally she wobbled home with her husband and collapsed
into bed exhausted.  He leaned over his wife with a big
smile and lovingly asked, 'Well Dear, what was it like being
eight again?

Her eyes slowly opened and her expression suddenly
changed.  'Oh, that.  I meant my dress size, you idiot.

 The moral of the story:  Even when a man is listening, he
is gonna get it wrong.

-----------
Guys can't relate to something like this, but it does happen
and at the time it is not funny but later it is for a great
laugh!

When you have to visit a public bathroom, you usually find
a line of women, so you smile politely and take your place.
Once it's your turn, you check for feet under the stall doors.
Every stall is occupied.  Finally, a door opens and you dash
in, nearly knocking down the woman leaving the stall.

You get in to find the door won't latch. It doesn't matter,
the wait has been so long you are about to wet your pants!
The dispenser for the modern 'seat covers' (invented by
someone's Mom, no doubt) is handy, but empty. You
would hang your purse on the door hook, if there was one,
but there isn't - so you carefully, but quickly drape it
around your neck, (Mom would turn over in her grave if
you put it on the FLOOR!), yank down your pants, and
assume ' The Stance.'

In this position your aging, toneless thigh muscles begin to
shake.  You'd love to sit down, but you certainly hadn't
taken time to wipe the seat or lay toilet paper on it, so you
hold 'The Stance.'

To take your mind off your trembling thighs, you reach for
what you discover to be the empty toilet paper dispenser..
In your mind, you can hear your mother's voice saying,
'Honey, if you had tried to clean the seat, you would have
KNOWN there was no toilet paper!' Your thighs shake
more.

You remember the tiny tissue that you blew your nose on
yesterday -the one that's still in your purse. (Oh yeah, the
purse around your neck, that now, you have to hold up
trying not to strangle yourself at the same time). That
would have to do. You crumple it in the puffiest way
possible. It's still smaller than your thumbnail .

Someone pushes your door open because the latch doesn't
work. The door hits your purse, which is hanging around
your neck in front of your chest, and you and your purse
topple backward against the tank of the toilet. 'Occupied!'
you scream, as you reach for the door, dropping your
precious, tiny, crumpled tissue in a puddle on the floor,
lose your footing altogether, and slide down directly onto
the TOILET SEAT. It is wet of course. You bolt up, knowing
all too well that it's too late. Your bare bottom has made
contact with every imaginable germ and life form on the
uncovered seat because YOU never laid down toilet paper
- not that there was any, even if you had taken time to try.
You know that your mother would be utterly appalled if
she knew, because you're certain her bare bottom never
touched a public toilet seat because, frankly, dear, 'You just
don't KNOW what kind of diseases you could get.'

By this time, the automatic sensor on the back of the toilet
is so confused that it flushes, propelling a stream of water
like a fire hose against the inside of the bowl that sprays a
fine mist of water that covers your butt and runs down
your legs and into your shoes. The flush somehow sucks
everything down with such force that you grab onto the
empty toilet paper dispenser for fear of being dragged in
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too.

At this point, you give up. You're soaked by the spewing
water and the wet toilet seat. You're exhausted. You try to
wipe with a gum wrapper you found in your pocket and
then slink out inconspicuously to the sinks.

You can't figure out how to operate the faucets with the
automatic sensors, so you wipe your hands with spit and a
dry paper towel and walk past the line of women still
waiting.

You are no longer able to smile politely to them. A kind
soul at the very end of the line points out a piece of toilet
paper trailing from your shoe. (Where was that when you
NEEDED it??) You yank the paper from your shoe, plunk it
in the woman's hand and tell her warmly, 'Here, you just
might need this.'

As you exit, you spot your hubby, who has long since
entered, used, and left the men's restroom. Annoyed, he
asks, 'What took you so long, and why is your purse
hanging around your neck?'

This is dedicated to women everywhere who deal with a
public restrooms. It finally explains to the men what really
does take us so long. It also answers their other commonly
asked questions about why women go to the restroom in
pairs. It's so the other gal can hold the door, hang onto
your purse and hand you Kleenex under the door!

This HAD to be written by a woman!

-----------------------------
A Friend Is Like A Good Bra...

Hard to Find
Supportive
Comfortable
Always Lifts You Up
Never Lets You Down or Leaves You Hanging
And Is Always Close To Your Heart!!!

----------
Nurses aren't supposed to laugh...

"Of course I won't laugh," said the  nurse. "I'm a
professional. In over twenty years I've never laughed at a 
patient."

"Okay then," said Bob, and he  proceeded to  drop his
trousers, revealing the smallest male part the nurse had
ever seen.   In length and width was almost identical  to a
AAA battery.

Unable to control herself, the nurse  tried to stop a giggle,
but it just came out. And then she started  laughing at the
fact that she was laughing.  Feeling very badly that she had
laughed at the man's part, she composed herself as well as
she  could. "I am so sorry," she said.  "I don't know what
came over me. On my honor as a nurse and a lady, I
promise that won't happen again. Now, tell me, what
seems to be the problem?"

"It's swollen." Bob replied.

She ran out of the room.

Need Help?
Amateurs have a long history of helping each other.  An

experienced amateur who helps another is traditionally called an
“Elmer.”  If you have a question or problem, you are encouraged
to ask one of SCCARA's Elmers.  Below is a list of topics and who
to contact for each.  If your topic isn’t listed, ask one of the Elmers
under the topic that comes closest and we’ll ask around.

If you consider yourself to be reasonably competent in at
least one area of amateur radio and would be willing help others,
please fill out an Elmer form (available from the club secretary or
on our web site).

Topics:
Antennas, feed-lines, tuners:  NV6W, W6JPP, K6PBQ
CW (Morse code):  NV6W, K6PBQ
DX (long distance, propagation):  NV6W
EchoLink:  K6GKB
Emergency operating, preparedness:  WA6QYS
HF operating techniques: NV6W, K6PBQ
Homebrew projects, construction:  WB6YRU
Legal, FCC rules:  WB6YRU
License testing, new amateurs:  W6JPP
Lightning protection, grounding:  WB6YRU
Packet Network (BBS, forwarding):  WB6YRU
SCCARA (club inner workings): K6PBQ, WB6YRU, WA6QYS
Station set-up, equipment:  K6PBQ, W6JPP
TVI, RFI:  WB6YRU

Contacts for the above topics:
K6GKB, Goetz Brandt, 408-259-7287
e-mail: goetz@ix.netcom.com

NV6W, James D. Armstrong, Jr.,
evening & msg: 408-670-1680

W6JPP, John Parks
e-mail: w6jpp@arrl.net

K6PBQ, Don Village, 408-263-2789

WA6QYS, Lou Steirer, 408-241-7999
e-mail: wa6qys@arrl.net

WB6YRU, Gary Mitchell, 408-269-2924
packet: home BBS N0ARY
e-mail: wb6yru@ix.netcom.com

Newsletter Notes
There are some activities coming up, the electronic flea

market, and then the ever popular Field Day.  Hopefully there will
be some articles forthcoming on those soon.  Unfortunately it
wasn’t publicized  here, but SCCARA operated Winter Field Day
at the club station last month.  Maybe we’ll get an article about
how that went.

In the mean time, if you’ve got anything of interest about
amateur radio, please send it in, we’d love to read it.

73, Gary WB6YRU, editor
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  SCCARA
  Santa Clara County Amateur Radio Association
  PO Box 106
  SAN JOSE  CA  95103-0106

FIRST CLASS
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SCCARA  Membership for  2025
If renewing and none of your info has changed, please only fill in your name and call

Name:  Call:  Class:  

Address:  Licensed since (year): 

City:  State:      Zip+4:  

Telephone:    New Member   Renewal   I’m also an ARRL member

E-mail:  

                                        For delivery of the SCCARA-GRAM (pdf) and club announcements

Membership type and dues:      Individual, $20             Family, $25             Student, $10 (under 18)

  L All memberships start January 1 and expire December 31. 7
   Family memberships  (more than one member per household):  please include the above info for each member, use separate forms.

New members:
Dues are prorated:    dues  x  (11 - month) x 10%     For example:   July would be  $20 x (11-7) x 0.1 = $8
If joining in November or December:  normal dues for next year, the rest of this year is included free.

    I want the paper newsletter delivered by U.S. Mail for an additional $15 per year
Prorated, $1.25 per month.  That’s $13.75 if starting in February, $12.50 if starting in March,  etc.)

  $   Total  enclosed

  Give this completed form and payment to the Secretary or Treasurer at any meeting or mail to the club address.                                                Rev.  12/28/2024
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